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CAPE PRESTON MINING OPERATION — ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION 

Statement 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I rise tonight to talk a little about the question I asked the 
Minister for Mines and Petroleum today about the mining operation at Cape Preston and claimed exposure to 
blue asbestos.  

On 27 April this year I received an email from Helen Fitzroy who, as most people would know—I think Hon 
Wendy Duncan has talked about her—is a great advocate for families who have suffered bereavement as a result 
of a mining accident. Indeed, just recently she spoke across the road at the workers’ memorial in remembrance 
of 21 workers who died in recent times while at work. She forwarded to me a complaint that she had received 
about asbestos exposure at Cape Preston. I will give the minister a copy of this email because I would like him to 
investigate it. Attached to that email was the email that had been sent to Ms Fitzroy. The email states — 

Helen, 

I have worked in the mining industry over the past 26 years, and have been on many sites where a 
fatality has occurred. I support your cause and offer you some information on another disgusting 
situation.  

Before I go on, I must point out that this is second-hand information so it needs to be investigated. Just because 
somebody sent an email does not mean that it is true, but based on what I have seen and some of the work that I 
have done in trying to clarify it, it seems to be supported by other people, although they are not as bold as this 
bloke in being willing to come out and talk about it. The email continued — 

Citic Pacific … has set up at Cape Preston in WA’s North near Karratha. I worked there last year for 
10 months until we found Blue Asbestos on site … It was reported and was told they would look into it. 
Nothing was done at all, no barricaded, information sessions, wash down areas, mask areas, nothing. 
The following day more was found. The only thing that was done was the two of us who were 
concerned were removed from site before others were made aware. 

I went to the WA Department of Mines who were very concerned at first, but they stopped all 
correspondence all together after short inquirers. 

I am quoting exactly from the email, so the grammar is not that flash. The email continued — 

One inspector said he couldn’t talk about it, but could call him on the weekend on his own phone when 
he could speak freely. We did this and he said this was a political time bomb with $5.2 Billion invested 
by — 

The company — 

… it couldn’t be stopped.  

I have worked with hundreds of people and many hundreds more will be working with Blue Asbestos in 
the future on that site. I have photos of the Asbestos we found where we were building a new crib room 
and letters on our treatment after reporting it. If you’re interested many hundreds of lives will be 
affected just like Wittenoom. 

The email has a couple of photographs attached, which I am holding up to show members. It will not be reflected 
in Hansard, but that looks like a bit of magnetite or hematite and it has big chunks of asbestos in it, typical of 
what can be found up at Wittenoom at the back of the old mine course.  

There are a couple of issues that, as is obvious to everybody, need to be investigated. 

The PRESIDENT: Hansard will record that you showed a document. Do you wish to table it? 

Hon JON FORD: I am quite happy to table it and I seek leave to table the document. 

Point of Order 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: Could the member identify the document? I did not hear him. 

Hon JON FORD: It is an email and the attachments with the email. 

Hon Norman Moore: From whom? 

Hon JON FORD: From Helen Fitzroy. 

Debate Resumed 
Leave granted. [See paper 1989.] 
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Hon JON FORD: It would be good if the Minister for Mines and Petroleum would look at that email; it is worth 
making an inquiry about it. It would give us some confidence if the minister would respond to the questions that 
have been asked. The email seems to me to be generally reflective of the people who are not getting satisfaction 
by reporting the matters to the inspectorate. The fellow I have referred to felt that the best way to deal with the 
issue was to leave. Luckily it is a buyers’ market for workers and they can move around. However, that does not 
mitigate the issue that the asbestos is there. 

Today I asked the Minister for Mines and Petroleum whether he was aware of any concerns of reports made to 
the mine’s inspectors and what action had been taken. The minister said that he was aware of it and that mine 
inspectors had inspected the Cape Preston mining operation on several occasions and had met with the 
employees and health and safety representatives, which is good. The minister also said that the mine inspectors 
had reviewed the CITIC Pacific Mining Management’s occupational health monitoring program and asbestos 
management plan. That sounds good, but it is starting to get concerning. He further said that CITIC Pacific had 
put in place strategies to minimise the exposure of its employees to asbestos. I would have thought that the 
correct answer would be that strategies were in place to eliminate the employees’ exposure to asbestos. Bear in 
mind that when we find a handful of white asbestos in a school’s roof, we shut down the school and clean it out. 
I would like to think that if there is asbestos in the quantities and size that is being claimed, we would try to 
eliminate people’s exposure to it. Maybe we cannot do that, but a few questions must be answered. The 
strategies to minimise the employee’s exposure to asbestos also include the supply and use of respiratory 
protection in asbestos-designated areas. That raises another question. I do not know what magic wand the 
government will have to protect the employees when there is an asbestos-designated area in a mining operation. 
There might be special filtration for the crib room, but the people who walk around could get exposed. When I 
worked in Tom Price, people who lived up to four or five miles out of town would not hang out their washing on 
blast days because the dust would settle across the town, making the bedsheets pink. That gives members an idea 
about these types of operations and how to mitigate that type of exposure. I will ask a few questions over the 
coming weeks about what those mitigation strategies are.  

What is an acceptable level of exposure to asbestos? Through my work at Wittenoom, I know that smoking has a 
huge multiplier effect on a person’s chances of getting cancer. It might be 100 or 200 times. The health 
authorities do not know why some people get cancer from asbestos and others do not but they know that the 
more a person is exposed to it, the greater the risk. It would be handy to know who is monitoring the health of 
the workers, what sort of medical checks are being done and who is responsible for them. A couple of things 
need to be clarified. The main reason that I have raised this issue tonight and tabled the paper is to give the 
minister a chance to look at it and perhaps let the house know the results of his inquiry. Dealing with asbestos is 
part of the day-to-day mining operations in many mines in the north west. There could be asbestos running 
through one section of an ore seam and it might be possible to not mine that seam. The mining companies can 
keep an eye out for other areas that might lead to asbestos exposure. It would be nice to have some clarification 
about this matter. I thank members for the opportunity to bring this matter to their attention. 

The PRESIDENT: I will give the Leader of the House the call because it is a convention that either the Leader 
of the House or the Leader of the Opposition will get the call if they wish. 
 


